
Our revisions to the HEDS Sexual Assault Campus Climate Survey for Advanced Degree Students were designed to make the 
survey shorter and less complex for three reasons:

1. Survey response rates are down, and a long survey means people are more likely to drop out and not finish. And for this survey, we only keep data if 
the respondent hits submit at the end—we don’t keep partial surveys.

2. The survey was also very complex in its setup with a lot of logic and branching. This meant that it took us longer to process and analyze the data.
3. We wanted to make the survey less expensive.

We did a deep dive into multiple years of data from the survey to guide our cuts. Ultimately, we: 

• eliminated broader climate questions and focused on questions about reporting and sexual violence education that were most relevant to advance degree 
students.

• eliminated demographic questions that didn't show differences in experiences with sexual violence. This included race/ethnicity and where students lived.
• restructured how we ask about sexual assault so that the behavioral descriptions of the different types of assault are part of the question itself rather than a 

large paragraph of text separated from the question.
• Since graduate students report so few incidences of sexual assault or violence, we:

o Removed most follow-up questions about sexual assault incidents
o Removed all bystander questions
o Changed the name of the surveys to more accurately reflect its focus: HEDS Campus Sexual Violence Survey for Advance Degree Students

These changes have reduced the size of this survey dramatically. It is now a pulse survey with only eight questions. The survey went from taking 10–15 
minutes to complete to less than 5 minutes.

On the following pages we show the differences between the:
2024–2025 HEDS Sexual Assault Campus Climate Survey for Advanced Degree Students

And the new:
2025-2026 HEDS Campus Sexual Violence Survey for Advance Degree Students
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The title of the survey has changed.

It now highlights sexual violence rather than sexual assault. 

The survey introduction has been shortened considerably.



The general questions about the campus climate have been removed. 

The survey now focuses only on the questions that deal directly with 
education about sexual violence, understanding of campus procedures, 
and direct experience with sexual violence.



This question is reworded slightly, and only two statements kept.

Q7 was reduced to a single response option under Q3 (former Q8).

The introduction to the questions about experience with various types of sexual violence 
has been removed.

The partner violence questions have been removed.



Q10 dealt with sexual violence and harassment through digital media. 
These issues have  been collapsed into the “unwanted nonverbal 
behaviors” question but are not identical. See the red underlined text 
in Q4 below.

The long definitions section has been removed. Any needed definitions are now 
part of the questions.

Q11 was simplified, and “Unwanted brief physical contact” removed.



The question asking if they have experienced sexual assault is different. The old 
question required them to remember the definitions we laid out at the beginning of the 
section. The new question includes the definitions and ask if these specific things have 
happened.

This follow-up question on the number of incidents has been simplified. The response 
options of “4” and “more than 4” are merged into a single: “4 or more”



After Q16, the original Sexual Assault Campus Climate Survey for Advance 
Degree Students had an additional 45 possible questions. These included:

• Follow-up question for those who said they had experienced sexual assault 
(Q17-Q37, and Q52 or Q53-Q54).

• Since most advance degree students don’t experience sexual assault, 
these questions resulted in very little data. We kept only one question 
asking if they reported the assault, which is shown to anyone who said 
“yes” to either statement in Q5.

• Bystander questions for those who had not experienced sexual assault. 
(Bystander Branch One: Q1-Q4).

• All these have been removed.

• Bystander questions for those who had experienced sexual assault. (Bystander 
Branch Two: Q1-Q3)

• All these have been removed.

• Demographic questions, including some behavioral questions about drinking 
(Q38-Q51)

• We kept only the question about gender, as our findings show gender is 
the only demographic to show a difference in experience with sexual 
violence.

\

Q8 is the last question in the survey. Institutions can still add supplemental questions, though we now restrict that 
number to five to keep the survey brief.

We still provide national and local sexual violence resources after they hit submit.
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